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It’s good to worship with you this morning.  Tim, Mark, and Reed, thanks for leading us in worship.  Last Sunday we unpacked the story of Jesus’ calming of the Sea of Galilee in MARK 4:35-41 in order to save His disciples from a spiritual attack of Satan that was designed to keep them from living out the miraculous deliverance they would be involved in when they landed on the other side of the lake … which is the story we’ll get into this morning in our study of MARK 5:1-20.
 
And as we read through and study these twenty verses and look into the story of Jesus Christ casting a horde of demons out of a poor man who was living in a cemetery, and restoring him to his right mind, here’s a summary of the three primary truths we’ll look into, unpack, and explore …

1. GOD IS SPEAKING TO US ABOUT OUR SURRENDER AND TRANSFORMATION … FIRST, the world is incapable of transforming a life.  Jesus Christ is the only One who can rewrite our stories, taking us out of the lostness of sin, into a life that’s being built on God and on the truths of God’s Word.

2. GOD IS INVITING US TO PARTICIPATE IN THE HARVEST … SECOND, God wants the people we know to SEE Jesus Christ IN US, and HEAR about Jesus Christ FROM US – all of us need to invite Jesus Christ to teach us a whole new way to be human.

3. DEMONIZATION IS REAL … And THIRD, we’ll talk a bit about what it means to be demonized – what it is, what it isn’t.

Let me unpack this third truth for a few minutes as we begin, because I believe that having some background on it will help us grasp the other two truths I believe God wants us to gain knowledge, understanding, and wisdom about from this story.

The Greek phrase translated “demon possessed” in The New Testament most literally means “demonized”.   Throughout the Bible, history, and in every culture on earth, people experience differing levels of demonic involvement and activity in their lives.  And this morning God wants to try and help us see where our stories … your story and my story … rank in comparison with what was going on with this man Jesus confronts and heals.

I don’t believe that people who’ve surrendered their lives to Jesus Christ and who are living their lives IN Him and FOR Him, are as heavily influenced by demons as the man we read about here in MARK 5:1-20, or as many of the other people we see whose stories are found throughout the Gospels and in other The New Testament books.
But, I believe that as followers of Jesus Christ, you and I and CAN and ARE often harassed by demons, or demonized when we open doors in our lives that leave us vulnerable to Satan’s plans and scheming.  And I know that when we’re being demonized, it’s hard to focus on living out the other two mandates God calls us to as His followers, which is that GOD WANTS US TO LIVE LIVES OF SURRENDER AND TRANSFORMATION, and that GOD WANTS US TO BE INVOLVED IN THE HARVEST – AND TO BE PERSONALLY INVOLVED IN JOURNEYING WITH PEOPLE TOWARD CHRIST.

ILLUSTRATION … DID YOU KNOW THAT 1 OUT OF EVERY 132 PEOPLE IN THE UNITED STATES ARE INCARCERATED?  And by INCARCERATED, I mean, held behind bars in jails, in prisons, and in work camps.

But before you starting thinking this is an “us/them” scenario (“OKAY, 1 OUT OF 132 PEOPLE IN THE UNITED STATES ARE INCARCERATED.  I’M NOT ONE OF THEM.  SO WHAT’S THE BIG DEAL?”), I want us to think about the truth that every single one of us here this morning is INCARCERATED in some way, to some addiction, to some sin, to some hurt, to some habit, to some hang-up, to some attitude, to some painful trap that we don’t really believe we can ever fully move out of.

And so I want each of us to honestly ask God the three following questions …

1. What “prison” or “sin” am I locked up in, or in bondage to?
2. What “hole” have I fallen into that no matter how hard I try; I can’t ever seem to get out of for good?
3. Do I REALLY BELIEVE God can bring about DELIVERANCE, HEALING, and LASTING CHANGE in my life?

At the end of MARK 4, Jesus and His disciples crossed over to the SE side of the Sea of Galilee to the area known as the Gerasenes.  The Pulpit Commentary tells us that the ruins of this exact spot has been discovered and excavated.  Let’s read through all 20 verses, because the story makes the most sense when read beginning to end.

MARK 5:1-20 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 They came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gerasenes.
2 When He got out of the boat, immediately a man from the tombs with an unclean spirit met Him,
3 and he had his dwelling among the tombs.  And no one was able to bind him
4 because he had often been bound with shackles and chains, and the chains had been torn apart by him and the shackles broken in pieces, and no one was strong enough to subdue him.
5 Constantly, night and day, he was screaming among the tombs and in the mountains, and gashing himself with stones.
6 Seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before Him;
7 and shouting with a loud voice, he said, “What business do we have with each other, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?  I implore You by God, do not torment me!”
8 For He had been saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!”
9 And He was asking him, “What is your name?”  And he said to Him, “My name is Legion; for we are many.”
10 And he began to implore Him earnestly not to send them out of the country.
11 Now there was a large herd of swine feeding nearby on the mountain.
12 The demons implored Him, saying, “Send us into the swine so that we may enter them.”
13 Jesus gave them permission.  And coming out, the unclean spirits entered the swine; and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, about two thousand of them; and they were drowned in the sea.
14 Their herdsmen ran away and reported it in the city and in the country.  And the people came to see what it was that had happened.
15 They came to Jesus and observed the man who had been demon-possessed sitting down, clothed and in his right mind, the very man who had had the “legion”; and they became frightened.
16 Those who had seen it described to them how it had happened to the demon-possessed man, and all about the swine.
17 And they began to implore Him to leave their region.
18 As He was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed was imploring Him that he might accompany Him.
19 And He did not let him, but He said to him, “Go home to your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.”
20 And he went away and began to proclaim in Decapolis what great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed.

The story Mark lays out for us here is the best description of demon possession found in The New Testament.  When we look at the different ways Satan, or demons can have influence or control over a person’s life … on a scale from 1 to 10, this man’s experience is off the scales at 10+.  MATTHEW and LUKE tell this same story – and they add some interesting details MARK leaves out.

MATTHEW 8:28-34 tells us two demoniacs met Jesus on this day.  But Mark’s story centers on the story of the one man who experienced deliverance, healing, and transformation.  Matthew also offers the detail that because these demon-possessed men were so violent, the people living in the area had stopped traveling this way.  So these two hurting, imprisoned men were being used by Satan to keep other people in fear and bondage.  Isn’t that how Satan always works?  He binds people up – and oftentimes he binds up the other people in their lives as well?

LUKE 8:26-39 also tells us that while this man had been living among the tombs and the crypts of the cemetery, he was running around naked.  In other words Satan had taken everything from this man that he could take – even his clothes.  And again, isn’t this how Satan always works?  He’s a taker, not a giver.

v. 6 … Seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before Him … Apparently this man had been watching out over the Sea of Galilee that night … he saw the storm … he saw Jesus still the wind and the waves … and he watched and waited as the boat with Jesus and His disciples pulled up to his nearly forgotten beach.

Gang, don’t think for a minute that Jesus Christ didn’t know where He was piloting His boat that night.  He knew exactly what He was doing.  And He knew the exact location of this demoniac and He intentionally landed right where he was waiting so that He could encounter him and deliver him from his demons.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here … and it’s one you’ve heard me offer to you before … 

FAITH LESSON

Jesus is always the initiator and you and I are always the responders.

When we come up to Jesus, He’s always there waiting for us … ready to connect, ready to speak, ready to act, ready to deliver, ready to heal, ready to reveal and confirm to us that He’s God and we’re not … and He always does this with the grace and mercy of a father who’s desperately in love with His us as His daughters and sons.

What a night it had been.  Are you picturing in your mind’s eye what’s going on?  If the disciples thought that after the trauma of the storm, and then their chastisement from Jesus about not having any faith … if they thought they were going to hit the beach, find a local Bed & Breakfast and get some sleep … man, were they in for a major expectation adjustment.  How frightening it must have been to survive the storm, only to land on the beach and get confronted by a naked, demon-possessed man who jumped out at them from the shadows when they got out of their boat.

I get that v. 6 tells us that the man bowed down to Jesus, but I don’t think that would have lowered FEAR FACTOR much of what was going on here.

v. 5 says that the man was … gashing himself with stones … In other words, he was a cutter.  If you’ve watched TV News, or read a Newspaper in the past five years, then I’m sure that you’ve heard this term cutter.  Today, there are many people, primarily young people, in our world, who are so numbed out by the pain in their lives, that they cut themselves as a way to feel something, to feel anything, to feel alive.  It’s usually done on their arms and legs, oftentimes hundreds or thousands of times over the years, with knives, box cutters, or other sharp implements.  And this makes me wonder today, when people are diagnosed with a whole host of various psychological problems, how many of these ailments have SPIRITUAL, as well as PSYCHOLOGICAL roots?  Whatever the number is, I have a feeling that it’s more than we think.

From reading this whole story, I don’t have any doubts that this was a case of full-blown demon possession, and not just some psychological condition, or demonization.  This man was possessed with superhuman strength because of the evil spirits living inside him … and MARK tells us that no matter how many times people tried to subdue him and get him shackled so that they could help him … they always failed, because every chain and manacle they put on him, he just busted right out of.

Maybe this of reminds you of that time a while back when you tried to take the J.C. Penney credit card away from your spouse.  Imagine what it would have been like if it had been the VISA or the American Express!  More about that kind of bondage, in just a bit.  But seriously, it’s hard to understate just how horrible the captivity was that this poor man was under … because like v. 5 says, he was “night and day he was screaming among the mountain tombs, and gashing himself with stones.”

One of the important things I believe God wants this story to illustrate to you and me as we gather here for worship this morning, is the reality that NONE OF US ARE ABLE TO BE THE SOURCE OF REAL AND LASTING CHANGE FOR ANYBODY ELSE.  Oh, we can come alongside people and help them.  But it doesn’t matter how much you love them.  And it doesn’t matter how much education you have.  And it doesn’t matter how much you want to try and do the right thing by them.  None of us can be the SOURCE of bringing about lasting change in the life of another human being … whether it’s a spouse, a co-worker, a son, a daughter, a mother, a father, or a boyfriend or a girlfriend, or a friend.

In fact, just to emphasize the validity of this truth, let me see the hands of everybody here this morning who has ever tried to change somebody.  Okay, now how’d that work out for you?  Listen to me … in our world today, you and I read books, and we watch Dr. Phil, and we read magazines, and we go to seminars, and we go online, and sometimes we can even come to church, secretly hoping that we’re going to be the one person in the known universe who can break free from the bounds of this truth … but it won’t happen, it won’t happen, it won’t happen.  And so the sooner we learn this lesson the better … and it’s here that I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON … 

FAITH LESSON

ANY human attempt to try and limit or change another person’s behaviors will fail long term – because none of us can ever successfully be the SOURCE of change in the life of another person.

I have three good friends who’ve spent time in prison, and all three of them will say that prisons don’t rehabilitate people who’ve committed crimes.  What they do is simply restrain them for a time and try to limit that prisoner’s ability to do more harm to other people.  Oh, prisons can help people to learn trades, or go to school and earn degrees … AND THEY CAN CERTAINLY BE USED BY GOD TO GET PEOPLE’S ATTENTION AND TO DRAW THEIR HEARTS TOWARD HIM … THAT’S ONE POSITIVE THING THAT CAN HAPPEN IN PRISON … and some prisoners do get some medical and psychological treatment, but statistics bear out the truth that a big majority of the men and women who are released from prison return.  Because like people can’t be the SOURCE of change of other people’s lives … neither can prisons be the SOURCE of lasting change in people’s lives.  Only God can be that SOURCE.

And neither is knowledge or education the golden ticket that many people think it is.  The fact is that a lot of educated folks are very psychologically unhealthy and commit horrible crimes.  In fact, the USA ranks high among the educated countries of the world, and yet we have more people in prison per-capita than any developed nation.

Without a doubt, psychological hospitals have their place in our society, as do psychopharmacological solutions to the chemical ailments many people suffer from.  And yet, still, talk with counselors, psychiatrists, and psychologists, and you’ll find that while they help many folks, they oftentimes feel helpless to help bring lasting change and wholeness into people’s lives.

Friends, God loves using doctors, counselors, and mental health specialists to help us move toward wholeness … but only God can be the SOURCE of real change and healing in our lives – change and healing that takes place at the core of who we are, and God can do this because in ways unlike any other practitioner, God is able to get to the root of our pain, our woundedness, and our brokenness and bring us healing.

God alone can free you and me from the power of Satan, and shift the desire in us from sin to righteousness.  If you don’t believe me, you’re not looking for hope in the right places; because God is using Christian counselors and therapists, and ministries like Celebrate Recovery in great ways in this sacred work of healing discipleship.

Through the ministries of Christian counselors and therapists, and through ministries like Celebrate Recovery God is meeting people where they’re at, accepting their surrender, their confession, and their repentance, and using His Holy Spirit and the power of His Word to move them beyond resentment, anger, hatred, lust, greed, pride, and more.  Over and over and over again, God is rescuing His people from their addictions to food, alcohol, drugs, and unhealthy sexual appetites, unbridled spending habits, codependency, and more.  Remember the three questions I asked earlier?

1. What “prison” or “sin” am I locked up in, or in bondage to?
2. What “hole” have I fallen into that no matter how hard I try; I can’t ever seem to get out of for good?
3. Do I REALLY BELIEVE God can bring about DELIVERANCE, HEALING, and LASTING CHANGE in my life?

I love what the Apostle Paul writes about God alone being the SOURCE of this healing and change in SECOND CORINTHIANS 5:17 …

SECOND CORINTHIANS 5:17

17 So then, if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation; what is old has passed away – look, what is new has come! (emphasis added | NEW ENGLISH TRANSLATION)

17 Now we look inside, and what we see is that anyone united with the Messiah gets a fresh start, is created new.  The old life is gone; a new life burgeons!  Look at it! (emphasis added | THE MESSAGE)

And just like this broken-up, busted-up, held-in-bondage man who met Jesus this day on the shore of the Sea of Galilee … when Jesus comes into your life, and into my life,
He comes to us wanting to begin a journey of making us into a new person.  Here are the five primary things God’s Word tells us that God gives us as we continue on with Him, and as we move out of the dark bondage of the sin-holes we’ve fallen into … here’s the deliverance and the healing we’ll begin to see in our lives …

1. GOD GIVES US A NEW, OBEDIENT HEART.

EZEKIEL 11:19 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

19 I will give them a desire to respect Me completely, and I will put inside them a new way of thinking.  I will take out the stubborn heart of stone from their bodies, and I will give them an obedient heart of flesh.

2. GOD GIVES US A NEW, GOOD WAY OF THINKING.

ROMANS 12:1-2 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

1-2 So brothers and sisters, since God has shown us great mercy, I beg you to offer your lives as a living sacrifice to Him.  Your offering must be only for God and pleasing to Him, which is the spiritual way for you to worship.  Do not be shaped by this world; instead be changed within by a new way of thinking.  Then you will be able to decide what God wants for you; you will know what is good and pleasing to Him and what is perfect.

3. GOD GIVES US A NEW, SOUND, REFASHIONED MIND.

SECOND TIMOTHY 1:7 (NEW KING JAMES VERSION)

7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

4. GOD GIVES US A NEW BIRTH AND A NEW LIFE.

TITUS 3:4-6 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

4-6 When God our Savior revealed His kindness and love, He saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy.  He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit.  He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ our Savior.

5. GOD GIVES US A NEW, CLEANSED CONSCIENCE.

HEBREWS 9:14 (CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH VERSION)

14 Jesus Christ was sinless, and He offered Himself as an eternal and spiritual sacrifice to God.  That’s why His blood is much more powerful and makes our consciences clear.  Now we can serve the living God and no longer do things that lead to death.

Do you see how all this work God begins in us is an INSIDE OUT JOB?  Let’s look a little closer at the man who met Jesus that day.

In MARK 5:10, the demons say that their name is Legion.  In the 1st-Century, during the rule of Caesar Augustus, a Roman Legion was made up of 6,826 men – 6,100 foot-soldiers, and 726 horsemen.  By giving this name, I don’t think this man meant he was inhabited with nearly 7,000 demons, but just that he had many.  And these demons, no matter how many of them there were, asked Jesus to send them out of the body of the man into a herd of pigs nearby.  Demons hate to be outside the confines of a body, be it human or animal, and in MATTHEW 12:43 Jesus mentions that in fact, demons are restless or uncomfortable until they find another host to move into.

So Jesus commands the demons to go out of the man and into this herd of 2,000something pigs, and they immediately ran down the hill, leapt off a cliff, and were drowned in the sea.  A horrible day for that pig farmer, right?  I don’t know why Jesus let this man lose his whole heard of pigs … maybe he was a Jew and wasn’t supposed to be keeping pigs in the first place … we don’t know.

But the response of the people after Jesus restored this man to his right mind was that they wanted Jesus to get out of their town.  And their response showed Jesus that they were more concerned about financial gain than about the fact that He’d totally changed a person’s life.  I love the fact that Jesus put a higher value on this one man and his healing, than on the cost of a huge herd of pigs.  Do you see it?  And gang, likewise, God is far more concerned about one person than about the cost of any material thing.  You and I are infinitely valuable to God.  I love what Jesus said about this reality in JOHN 3:16 …

JOHN 3:16 (THE MESSAGE)

16 This is how much God loved the world:  He gave his Son, His one and only Son.  And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in Him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life.

And in Jesus’ response to the people begging Him to leave their town, I see a THIRD and important FAITH LESSON for us here … 

FAITH LESSON

Jesus never forces Himself onto anyone.  The people asked Jesus to “hit the road”, and He left.  What a tragic end to what could have been their own day of deliverance, healing, and blessing.

How tragic when you and I let sin take control of our lives … because this is when we set ourselves up to be HEAVILY INFLUENCED by demons.  As Christ-followers we can’t be INHABITED by demons, but we certainly can be HEAVILY INFLUENCED by them, or demonized.  And this demonized influence can show up and be felt in many different areas in our lives.

· IN OUR EMOTIONS
· IN OUR SEXUALITY
· IN OUR PERSONAL HABITS AND PRIORITIES
· IN OUR FINANCES
· IN OUR PHYSICAL BODIES
· IN OUR RELATIONSHIPS
	
For instance, when a person lets ANGER control them, over time, ANGER will take over more and more control of their life – and it isn’t long before they’re out of control, and without even thinking about it, they begin to blow up at every little thing.  And in this place of vulnerability, this person begins to be demonized because of the way he or she has allowed ANGER to take over their life.

Or maybe it isn’t ANGER … maybe it’s LUSTFUL SEXUAL PASSIONS that a person gives an entrance to in their life.  After a while, this person no longer has any sense of self-control, let alone God-control over their sexual lives, and it doesn’t take long before these LUSTFUL SEXUAL PASSIONS are controlling every aspect of their life.  And in this place of vulnerability, this person becomes a demonized sex addict.

Or maybe it’s ALCOHOL, or WEED, or FOOD that a person begins with.  And like they say in AA, AT FIRST THIS PERSON DRINKS THE BOTTLE … AND THEN THE BOTTLE DRINKS THE BOTTLE … AND THEN PRETTY SOON, IN THIS PLACE OF BROKEN VULNERABILITY, THE TABLES COMPLETELY FLIP AND THE BOTTLE DRINKS HIM … or the food eats him … or the weed or the other drugs use him up and spits him out.

Or maybe it’s MONEY that someone tries to hold on tightly to.  But before long, it’s the MONEY that’s holding on tightly to them.  And they’re spending more than they make, and more than they have, all in some vain effort to feel some kind of significance, purpose, or prestige.  But it’s just a front, because they’re demonized by the love of MONEY … and they allow it to remain in their life even though it’s bringing destruction and pain, and not joy or peace into every aspect of who they are.

Or maybe it’s BITTERNESS or UNFORGIVENESS that a person allows to go unchecked in their life – and before long, these broken, damaged emotions start controlling them, and taking over, and characterizing every aspect of their lives.  You’ve seen this happen.  Maybe more closely that you’d want the person next to you to even know.

And if you’re like me, then you’ve also seen in another person or maybe in your own life, how before long this BITTERNESS, or ANGER, or UNFORGIVENESS are the only things in life they’re still holding onto tightly, and they’re leaving their cancerous marks on everything the person thinks, everything they say, and everything they do.  And in this vulnerable place of unsurrender, it doesn’t take long before demons begin poisoning our minds and our memories and, soon we’re driven to such extremes that our personalities can even fragment and disintegrate.

We’ll talk more about this later on in our study of MARK … but a final area where we can leave ourselves wide-open to being HEAVILY INFLUENCED by demons, or to being demonized, is when we dabble in the OCCULT or in FALSE RELIGIONS.

Oh friends, LET’S GUARD OUR HEARTS AND MINDS.  Let’s take care of the precious gift of salvation God has poured into us.  Let’s lives out lives with a passion toward God and toward becoming more like Jesus Christ in our thinking, in our words, in our actions, and in our priorities.  Because only then will we be set free to become the new creations God intends us to become in Him.

I’m not suggestion that after we come into relationship and fellowship with Jesus Christ, that life becomes a piece of cake, and we never want to leave Him, or that we never struggle with sin again.  But look back at MARK 5:18 …

MARK 5:18 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

18 As He was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed was imploring Him that he might accompany Him.

I love the fact that after Jesus set this man free from all his demons, and gave him a sound mind and a new chance at life, the man didn’t want to leave Jesus’ side.  And in fact, the man begs Jesus to let him follow Him.  And in v. 19 Jesus responded to the man by telling him that He wanted him to go back and tell the other people who he used to know, the people he used to be in relationship with … to tell them the great things Jesus had done for him, how He showed him mercy and not judgment … and how He brought him into His family instead of turning him away.

The Decapolis was the name given to ten Greek cities on the Eastern side of the Sea of Galilee … and this was the Gentile community Jesus commanded this man to go to and tell everyone what He’d done for him.  And v. 20 says that when the man obeyed, everyone was amazed.  In other words, I think this means that a lot of people come into faith in Jesus Christ because of this man’s willingness to accept God’s healing and instruction.  Gang, let’s not kid ourselves about the importance of this FOURTH and final FAITH LESSON for us here this morning … 

FAITH LESSON

If we want Jesus Christ’s HEALING and DELIVERANCE in our lives, we also need to be willing to hear, accept, and receive and live into God’s CORRECTION and INSTRUCTION for our lives.

About 10 years ago I worked with a student chaplain at George Fox University who is right now, moving to Redding, CA with his wife and three young children for a year of instruction at a Bible School.  Yesterday I received their newsletter, and I want to close with some of this young man’s words … because they really put into perspective much of what I believe God wants us to learn from MARK 5:1-20 this morning …

What a ride these past few years have been!  We obviously don't know all that will happen in this next chapter of our lives, but we do feel the Lord has given us direction!  First and foremost, we feel the Lord leading us toward planting and pastoring a church with a team approach.

We sense that the coming season will require the Church to “do ministry” differently in many ways.  We see the need for the power of God to be seen by the world, that God actually can save them from sin, heal their bodies, and transform their lives and those around them!  Why would the world want to believe in a powerless God?  

God is good and is pursuing the people of the world as His Beloved.  Most of the world doesn't know this love and as a result most people haven’t experienced the peace, hope, and joy that the Lord loves to give!  Our family is excited to be transformed and help the world experience the Savior.  How long have I been a Christian and yet how many people have I actually helped to come into a relationship with Christ?  Embarrassingly, enough, I could count them on my 10 fingers.

There has to be a better, more effective, way to live out my Christian life.  There is!  I've tasted it and seen, it's about allowing the Holy Spirit to take over my life.  To give up my rights to look good to the world.  To honestly be obedient to say and do what the Lord asks of me - no matter if I'm inside the four walls of the church, or outside of them.  I'm tired of being a servant to fear, and in fact, fear has to be killed in me.

We are surrendering to be led by the Holy Spirit, to be lights to the world - healing the sick, saving the lost, and allowing the broken to experience God's love.  We are taking Christ at His word, and we are pursuing Him to do those things through us, to bring “His Kingdom come, on earth as it is in heaven”.  

Do you hear the power of the life this young man and his precious bride are calling out for, surrendering to, and inviting other people … even you and me to engage?  Gang, only Jesus Christ can change a person’s life.  Do you know Him?  Has He changed and is He changing yours?  Has He made you a new creation and given you a new heart, a new mind, a new will, and a new conscience?  Remember our two primary lessons today?

1. GOD IS SPEAKING TO US ABOUT OUR SURRENDER AND TRANSFORMATION … FIRST, the world is incapable of transforming a life.  Jesus Christ is the only One who can rewrite our stories, taking us out of the lostness of sin, into a life that’s being built on God and on the truths of God’s Word.

2. GOD IS INVITING US TO PARTICIPATE IN THE HARVEST … SECOND, God wants the people we know to SEE Jesus Christ IN US, and HEAR about Jesus Christ FROM US – all of us need to invite Jesus Christ to teach us a whole new way to be human.

Jesus Christ doesn’t call us to be His defense lawyers, His prosecuting attorneys, His judges, or His juries.  Instead, like He commands us in ACTS 1:8, He simply calls us to be His witnesses.  And what does a witness do?  A witness doesn’t argue the case.  And neither does a witness try to persuade or judge.  A witness simply reports what her or she has seen.

So often we think that God’s depending on us to defend the reliability of the Bible, or to try and defend the actions of Christians throughout church history.  But no.  He’s just calling us to go out into the world and be His voice, His presence, and to journey with people toward Christ.  Will you say “yes” to Him this morning?

NEXT SUNDAY … 2ND STREETER JODI HANSEN WILL TEACH FROM MARK 5:21-43 … COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!
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would be involved in when they landed on t

h

e other side of the lake … which 

is the 

story we’ll get into this morning in our study of 

MARK 5:1

-

20

.

 

 

 

And as we read through and study these twenty verses and look into the story of Jesus 

Christ casting a horde of demons out of a poor man who was living

 

in a cemetery, and 

restoring him to his right mind, here’s a summary o

f the three primary truths we’ll 

look into, unpack, and explore …

 

 

1.

 

GOD IS SPEAKING TO US ABOUT 

OUR SURRENDER AND 

TRANSFORMATION

 

… 

FIRST

, the

 

world is incapable 

of transforming 

a life.  

Jesus Christ 

is the only One who can rewrite our stories, 

taking us out of the 

lostness

 

of sin

,

 

into a life that’s being built on 

God and on the truths of God’s Word.

 

 

2.

 

GOD IS INVITING US TO PARTICIPATE 

IN THE HARVEST

 

… 

SECOND, 

God wants the people we know 

to 

SEE

 

Jesus Christ 

IN US

, and 

HEAR

 

about Jesus Christ 

FROM US

 

–

 

all of us need to invite Jesus 

Christ to teach us a whole new way to be human.

 

 

3.

 

DEMONIZATION IS REAL

 

… And 

THIRD

, we’ll talk 

a bit 

about what it 

means to be 

demonized

 

–

 

what it is, what it is

n’t.

 

 

Let me unpack 

this 

third

 

truth 

for a few minutes as we begin

, because I believe that 

hav

ing some background on it 

will 

help us

 

grasp the other 

two

 

truths I believe God 

wants us to gain knowledge, understanding, and wisdom about from this story.

 

 

The 

Greek phrase 

translated “

demon possessed

” in 

The New Testament

 

most literally 

means “

demonized

”.   Throughout the Bible, history, and 

in

 

every culture on earth, 

people experience differing levels of demonic

 

involvement and activity 

in their lives.  

And 

thi

s morning God wants to 

try and help us see where our stories

 

… your story and 

my story … 

rank in comparison with what was going on with 

this man Jesus confronts 

and heals

.

 

 

I don’t believe that people who’ve 

surrendered their lives to Jesus Christ and who 

are 

living their lives 

IN

 

Him and 

FOR

 

Him, are as heavily influenced by demons as the man 

we 

read about

 

here in 

MARK 5:1

-

20

, or as many of the other people we see whose 

stories are found throughout the Gospels and in other 

The New Testament

 

books.

 

